


ÅYou will take the College Composition 

CLEP. 

ïNOTɎ 

ÅEnglish Composition  

ÅCollege Composition Modular  



Å Part I, 50 minutes: Approx. 50 multiple -choice questions  

Å Section covers  

ïConventions of Standard Written English (10%)  

ÅImproving sentences  

ïRevision Skills (40%) 

ÅRecognizing and rewriting poor work  

ïAbility to Use Source Materials (25%)  

ÅMLA, APA, and Chicago style formatting  

ïRhetorical Analysis (25%) 

ÅAnalyzing writing  

 

 



ÅPart ϥϥ, 70 minutes: 2 essays Ɉwhich measure a candidate's 

ability to write clearly and effectivelyɉ (CLEP). 

ïEssay #1: persuasive essay based on writerɅs own reading and 

experience: 30 minutes time limit  

ï Essay #2: persuasive essay synthesizing and citing two sources that 

are provided: 40 minutes time limit  

ï Essential skills: thinking, organizing thoughts, presenting them 

effectively  

Å Successful Completion: 6 Credits  

 

 

 



ÅWrite essays: lots of essays.  

ïWrite more essays according to the graderɅs comments.  

ïWrite in Notepad, not Word Perfect or Word, as the test provides 

no spell -check.  

ï The test also does not have copy and paste. It does have a cut and 

paste feature but only cut, not copy.  

ï Practice writing essays in the time limits .  

ÅWriting in first person (Ɉϥɉ): You may write in first person 

ONLY for the 30 -minute essay, when you write from your 

personal perspective.  

 

 

 



Å Pay close attention to the corrections and comments that 

your essay grader makes in each essay.  

Å Blindly writing lots of essays without heeding the tailored 

guidance that your grader gave the previous essays is not 

effective practice.  

 

 



Å Put in red font any words that you were not able to 

write in the time limit.  

Å This will help your grader gauge how you are 

managing your time for each essay.  

ÅOf course, the goal is to eventually not have any words 

in red font.  



Å Read  

ï CLEP Core Exams book (see pp. 9 -11 in study guide)  

ï Verity Study Guide 

Å Take (and learn from) quizzes and practice tests  

ï CLEP Core Exams book  

ï Verity Study Guide 

ï Instantcert  

ï 2017 CLEP Official Study Guide (Take this a few days before you 

test.)  



Å Student: Course assignments become easier, faster, better.  

ï Better education quality  

ï Higher grades  

ï More free time  

Å Employee  

ï Increased value = better salary  

ï Greater influence  

ï Higher respect  

Å Person 

ï Power in communication and organized thoughts  

ï Lasting legacy 



ÅGrammar  

ï Know what to do in a tricky situation  

ï Leverage your writing for best effect  

ï Avoid ambiguities  

ï Give proper emphasis to key ideas  

Å Punctuation  

ï Avoid distracting irregularities and reader confusion  

Å Spelling 

ï Avoid looking like an idiot  

Å Handwriting  

Å Less spelling errors  

ï Greater use of vocabulary  





ÅDescriptive Essay :  describes an object, 
person, place, situation, experience, 
emotion etc. More artistic freedom is 
allowed in this essay format.  

ÅNarrative Essay : often covers a story or 
experience. A book report is one 
example.  

 

Å (The above essay forms are NOT covered 
by this CLEP test.) 



ÅExpository (or persuasive) Essay : 
presents reasons and supporting 
evidences as to why the thesis of the 
essay is correct  
ïExpository essay format is used for this CLEP 

test.  

ÅArgumentative Essay : investigates a 
topic, collects evidence, and establishes 
a position. State your position and 
evidence. This is similar to an expository 
essay except that is requires more 
research and a bit different presentation 
of the information.  


